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NYS: ‘Free Fishing Weekend’ June 24-25 
New Yorkers encouraged to explore opportunities close to home during ‘Free Freshwater Fishing Days’

Gov. Kathy Hochul encouraged 
New Yorkers to take advantage 
of the year’s second “Free Fish-
ing Weekend,” on June 24-25, 
when New York state waives the 
requirement for a freshwater 
fi shing license. 

A press release stated, “Fish-
ing is considered one of the most 
therapeutic outdoor activities, 
making it an ideal activity for all 
New Yorkers looking to get out-
side and enjoy the outdoors.”

Hochul said, “As summer 
approaches, fi shing New York’s 
world-class waters is arguably 
one of the best ways to spend 
the weekend. New York’s ‘Free 
Fishing Days’ give New Yorkers 
and visitors alike the opportu-
nity to cast a line and enjoy the 
abundant natural beauty found 
in every corner of the Empire 
State.”

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Basil Seggos said, 
“Seasoned anglers know New 
York offers some of the world’s 
best fi shing, and ‘Free Fishing 
Days’ are the perfect time to 
introduce these tremendous rec-
reational opportunities to family, 
friends and visitors. New York 
continues to make it easier than 
ever for residents and visitors to 
come out and experience all our 
waters have to offer.”

New York’s “Free Fishing 
Days” program began in 1991 to 
give those who might not fi sh 
the chance to try the rewarding 
sport at no cost and learn about 
a new hobby. This no-cost oppor-
tunity also encourages people to 
support the management of the 
state’s freshwater fi sheries by 
purchasing a New York fi shing 
license.

Additional “Free Fishing Days” 
in 2023 include: National Hunt-
ing and Fishing Day on Sept. 23, 
and Veterans Day on Nov. 11. 
During these designated “Free 
Fishing Days,” residents and 
non-residents are permitted to 

fi sh in freshwater for free with-
out a fi shing license.

The DEC and its partners also 
hold free fi shing clinics through-
out the year. In addition to learn-
ing about local fi shing opportu-
nities, participants are taught 
about the fi sh they can catch, 
how to cast a fi shing rod, fi shing 
safety, aquatic resource steward-
ship, and fi shing regulations. 
Upcoming events include June 
22 in Islip, June 24 in Orchard 
Park, June 29 in Manhattan, and 
July 5 in Queens. A full list of 
clinics can be found at https://
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27123.
html#Events. Additional events 
are added throughout the year.

“Free Fishing Day” par-
ticipants are reminded that, 
although the requirement for 
a freshwater fi shing license is 

waived during “Free Fishing 
Days,” all other fi shing regula-
tions remain in effect. 

The press release stated, “For 
beginner anglers interested in 
getting started, the ‘I FISH NY 
Beginners’ Guide to Freshwater 
Fishing’ provides information 
on everything from rigging up a 
fi shing rod to identifying a catch 
and understanding fi shing regu-
lations. DEC’s ‘Places to Fish’ 
webpages are a reliable source 
of information for those planning 
their next fi shing trip.”

Last year, DEC added a new 
feature to the offi cial HuntFish-
NY app called “The Tackle Box.” 
Fishing regulations, fi shing 
access, and stocking information 
are all available in the app within 
a map-based interface from the 
convenience of a smart phone. 

Other features include driving di-
rections to state-operated fi shing 
access sites and an offl ine fea-
ture that allows users to access 
information when cell coverage 
isn’t available. The HuntFishNY 
app is available for download 
through Google Play or the App 
store. For more information, visit 
the DEC website.

The press release stated, 
“DEC’s Bureau of Fisheries rec-
ognizes catches of big sportfi sh, 
including state records, through 
the Angler Achievement Awards 
Program. Anglers who catch a 
big fi sh this year are encour-
aged to advise DEC. Visit the 
DEC website for program rules, 
including minimum qualifying 
lengths and weights.”

Following boating accident in Lockport, Hochul proposes 
legislation providing State Parks with oversight authority

Current state law does not grant explicit regulatory authority to inspect a commercial boat operating within a cave for tourism  
√ Proposed legislation follows 

tragic tour boat accident in Lock-
port, which killed one passenger 
and injured several others
Submitted by the Offi ce of Gov. Kathy Hochul

On June 12, a tour boat in the 
privately run commercial Lock-
port Caves capsized, killing one 
passenger and injuring several 
others. Following this tragic boat-

ing accident, Gov. Kathy Hochul 
will propose legislation granting 
the New York State Offi ce of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation regulatory authority 
over commercial tourism boats 
operating in caves to prevent 
future tragedies. 

The Offi ce of Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation 

regulates commercial boats, but 
does not have the legal author-
ity to regulate the safety of boats 
operating on non-navigable 
waters such as in caves on private 
property. The governor’s legisla-
tion will close this loophole.

“As we mourn the loss of life 
resulting from the boat crash in 
the Lockport Caves, my adminis-

tration is proposing legislation to 
prevent future tragedies,” Hochul 
said. “The Offi ce of Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation 
has the tools to keep us safe, and 
this legislation will ensure they 
have the legal authority to use 
these to keep passengers safe on 
boats in caves.”
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